
 

 

 

 

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 
 

WED 06
TH

 JULY 
 

6:30pm & BBQ 

SAT 16
TH

 JULY 
12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

WED 27
TH

  JULY 6:30pm & BBQ 

SAT 06
TH

 AUGUST 
12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

 

 
 

For more information go to the website 
www.wgbka.org.uk 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/


 

 

PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

As most of you know I have taken over Dave Cushman’s website http://www.dave-cushman.net/ although no work 

has been done on it yet. I have access to his emails and have to deal with many during the day, much of it spam. 

There have been some items sent for inclusion including an American queen rearing course that is held over 3 

days, although it is effectively one part day and two half days. The total time is 15 hours and that includes all 

breaks. You have to provide your own food and accommodation and are expected to work bees without gloves. 

Guess what the cost is – it’s at the foot of these notes. 

Bees are doing VERY strange things at the moment. At the queen rearing group on June 13th we put a Q/C in a 

nuc that had 1-2 days to go before emergence. On the 21st we checked and it was still sealed, together with 

emergency cells which we cut out. We opened the original Q/C up and there was a live queen in it, at least 5 days 

overdue! It was a punched cell that was one of a batch, so no mistake. I have had several similar instances this 

year. I emailed Norman Carreck about another matter and mentioned it. His reply said he has had the same 

problem. Derek Ready has just told me a batch of his Q/Cs were 2-3 days overdue in an incubator, but on 

opening the cells the queens were still alive. 

At the auction Richard Flenley bought a large box of old Bee Craft’s and soon afterwards I received the following 

email from him:- 

“Roger 

There are probably about 400 copies of Bee craft in the two boxes I bought at the Auction ranging from 1983 to 

1996.   Picking up the top copy on the first box and flicking it open I immediately recognised two names!!  What 

are the odds of that? 

Richard A Flenley “ 

The other was George Wakeford, he looked after bees for other people and in the mid 1960’s I reckoned the 

number of colonies under his control was in excess of 400. These were nearly all in fairly small numbers, many 

people only having one or two colonies. Bearing in mind the distances he had to travel he was kept very busy. He 

also worked as a gardener for 1½ days a week. Most of his summer work was dealing with swarming colonies 

and as there were no mobile phones he went home lunchtime to pick up the messages that his wife took in the 

morning, so he could deal with them in the afternoon and in the mornings he dealt with the colonies that swarmed 

the previous afternoon. As a youngster I spent weekends and school holidays with him and that is where I learnt a 

lot of my beekeeping I really must write down a lot more about him because he worked tirelessly for the Division 

and there are few of us left who remember him.  See attached Obituary. 

I recently spent a couple of days lecturing in Ulster. They are feeding their bees the same as some of us are here, 

but for totally different reasons. We have had several weeks of dry weather resulting in plants not secreting 

nectar; they have had a lot of rain. We are only a few hundred miles apart! 

Cost of American queen rearing course is $300. It makes our queen rearing group sound a little too cheap! 

 

 

Offer of Land to places Hives 
 

We have received an offer of land for interested members to place hives. This is near West Chiltington and comprises 

some 80 acres of traditional hay meadows. Further information from Ben Van Nes 01798 813815. See also 

http://www.sussextoafrica.com/terra_amata_farm.htm 
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Advanced Warning Order – Wisborough Green Honey Show 

August 29th – Bank Holiday Monday 

 
You will see - attached to this newsletter - a provisional Show Schedule to whet your appetites for competition!!  Don't worry if you 

have no bees yet - there are classes for cooks, photographers, gardeners and youngsters....... BUT......if you DO have your own bees, 

there are classes for your honey, wax and mead - including a special Novices class.  Dust off your cameras, and plan early to show off 

your seasons produce! We will send out Hints and Tips on showing hive products with the next newsletter........just watch this space!   

 

Karen and Judy. 

Extracting Equipment 
 
The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan. If you wish to “book” anything, please contact John Glover by 

Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com . 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements. 

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary for it to be collected and returned 

to John’s home address in Loxwood, unless otherwise agreed. 

Equipment available:-       3 frame extractor, Heated uncapping tray and knife,  50kg bottling tank with strainer 

Bees Health Monitoring 
 
A Disease Recognition Workshop will take place on Friday, August 5

th
, commencing at 9.30 and running through to lunchtime. 

This workshop has been devised as a hands on event to help beekeepers recognise bee diseases, and the exotic pests that are now 

notifiable. There will be samples to show you (subject to availability). It is most important that all beekeepers are aware of disease and 

can recognise both EFB and AFB. This is particularly relevant at the present time, as several instances of EFB have been identified in 

our immediate area. Around 80% of cases are spotted by the Bee Inspectors. If foul brood is spotted by the beekeeper it is usually in 

a very advanced state that could have spread infection to surrounding colonies. 

Please note that prior booking of a place is essential and if attending, it is important that you read the attachment, “Bio-Security 

Precautions for the Bee Health Day”.  

To book your place, please contact John Glover preferably by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or phone 01403 751899. 

Free Government Funded Vet Bee Courses 
 
One of our newest members has drawn our attention to these courses - one sadly missed, but two more in July (9th: Sevenoaks in 
Kent and 11th: Leatherhead, Surrey) - intended for beekeepers who have 1-2 years’ experience, and wish to improve their bee 
husbandry. 
 
 The lecturer has a good reputation...and courses are free and include lunch!! 
 
They are first come, first served, so no idea about availability of places - be quick if you are interested!  
 
More details by contacting the Livestock Health South East team on 07549 843380 or by e-mail on 
info@livestockhealthsoutheast.org.uk. Further information can also be found on: 
 
www.livestockhealthsoutheast.org.uk.              Judy 
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Summer Apiary Based Training Events 
 

Please find attached details of the first of the summer apiary based training events. 
 
THE FIRST OF THESE IS ONLY 4 WEEKS AWAY 
 
There are 10 events in total 
 
The Training is aimed at those considering entering for the Certificate in General Husbandry 
 
The apiaries being used are: 
 
 
Manchester -        application form to follow 
 
 
Bristol         -        application form to follow 
 
Suffolk 
 
East Sussex 
 
Sussex 
 
Boston Lincs. 
 
Sheffield 
 
Trainings have already been held in the south west. 
 
1 event still to be announced 
 
Places are very limited just 15 places on each course so people need to apply very quickly using the 
application form for the venue they wish to attend. 
 
LEASE DISTRIBUTE THESE AS QUICKLY AS YOU CAN BY EMAIL AND AT MEETINGS 
 
Details of the other training events will follow shortly. 
 
Many Thanks 
 
 Bill 
 
W P Cadmore 
Regional Training Coordinator 
British Beekeepers Association 
 
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com 
 
104 Hall Lane 
Horsforth 
Leeds  LS18 5JG 
 
0113 2160482 
07847476927 
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A New-Bee's Fumbling’s and a Case of Mistaken 
Identity 
 
 
New Bee-ginnings 
 
 
I started to study beekeeping in earnest in July 2010 after many years of saying I should try it; my dad 
had been a keen beekeeper for 50+ years and had weaned us all on his produce so it seemed good to 
do and interested me greatly. I was fearful of a bad reaction to stings after blowing up like a balloon 
some years previously. However I became a member of WGBKA; as I live in Wisborough it made 
sense. My amazement and interest grew with the regular meetings and the wealth of experience and 
expertise that is shared there. What a wonderful resource! I cannot praise enough those who give up 
their time and knowledge. It was also good to find out that I would not die if stung, just suffer pain and 
swelling, which thankfully reduces at each occurrence. I also attended conferences at Plumpton and 
Lodge Hill as well as doing the beginner’s day in February, so you can see I am keen.  
 
In addition to all this I purchased, on "eBay", two cedar hives of good quality and was ready to go. Days 
later I heard Roger say, "Don't buy hives on eBay", so I am waiting to see if I really made a mistake or if 
I was lucky to get some good ones; so far it seems to be the latter! I have since decided to try the poly 
hives because, from my inexperienced perspective, I feel that warm bees will be healthier and do better 
in the winter. We shall see! I have bought a poly hive from Modern Beekeeping which is a "Bee Box" of 
Finnish manufacture, but the dimensions do not entirely fit with my cedar hives as advertised, and some 
modifications are needed to the cedar to accommodate this, but it is not a deal breaker. I am waiting for 
Paynes to produce their poly National-compatible hive in September, as they seem to have a slightly 
different approach to the compatibility issue, which hopefully will prove better.  
 
I was very luckily given a small cast in May by a friend, and I was off. Four to five days later I was given 
another small swarm by another friend. Wonderful! Then while I was at the extraction day at Loxwood, I 
received a call from my brother in Sedlescombe, East Sussex, to say he had a swarm in his garden if I 
wanted it. I was unable to leave, as I had committed to see the extraction through to its conclusion, and I 
was enjoying learning to do it, so I assumed they would be gone by the end of the day. That evening my 
brother rang again to say they had not flown away, so I determined to get up early, drive one and a half 
hours to Sedlescombe, and catch them if I could.  
 
I arrived to find a good size swarm (about a large football). It was very difficult to see how to capture 
them, as they were so low in a bush it did not allow me to shake them into a box or skep. I tried the 
recommended method of putting a skep above them, and smoked gently; they did not move! Running 
out of time, I eventually cut off some branches, at which point the swarm nearly disintegrated as there 
were in fact several small branches running through it. I managed to get the bulk of the bees, including 
the queen I hoped, shaken into the waiting nuc, and closed down. Now I needed to collect the rest of 
them and persuade them in. Well I tried to get them to run up into a skep placed over them, but the 
books fail to mention that some bees take longer than others to do this (maybe because the queen was 
in the nuc with the rest) and I was running out of time! I took handfuls of the bees off the ground and 
those that had gone into the skep and placed them at the foot of the nuc to crawl up a board. I left the 
rest of them to sort themselves out and drove back to Wisborough, as I had a boules match to attend in 
Kirdford by 2.30pm (we lost soundly).  Two days and several anxious calls to my brother later, I 
collected my nuc full of bees and took them home. Wonderful!  
 

Continued 

 
 



 

 

 

A New-Bee's Fumbling’s and a Case of Mistaken 
Identity - Continued 
 
So I am now the very chuffed keeper of three colonies of bees. I recently inspected my bees and was 
pleased to see they were all increasing since the last inspection, but seemed to have taken a halt in egg 
production and lacked stores. Heeding the recent rumours about drought and a lack of nectar, I fed 
them, and they soon did what bees do best, got to work in earnest. 
 
  
 
A Case of Mistaken Identity 
 
I was doing an inspection ten days or so later and became aware that one of the smaller colonies 
(named Fontwell, because it is their origin) had lots of stores, pollen, larvae, eggs and capped brood, 
but the larvae did not seem as pearly white as I had experienced (ah, the value of experience!) at the 
WGBKA apiary or in my other two colonies. The larvae were shinyish and well segmented, but they had 
a kind of slightly pinky appearance. Of course I was thinking EFB! After all, one person's brownish is 
another person's pinkish, and I had never seen it except in photos. I also noticed a number of empty 
cells among the brood, which did not seem quite right.  I rang a more experienced friend to have a look, 
and she agreed we should call the inspector. Next day I went with Diane, the inspector, to look again at 
my bees. Poor things - three inspections in three days! Diane agreed the colour was not right, and to me 
they looked drier than the day before, but not EFB she thought. She tested them for EFB to be sure and 
thankfully they came up clear. Diane suggested I keep an eye on them, and said that she thought it 
might be early chalk brood, though there was no evidence of the usual white lumps to be seen in the 
comb or on the floor. She said that perhaps these bees were doing early detection and removing the 
larvae that had failed earlier than usual (a valuable trait maybe). I remembered that I had left the floor 
board in under the mesh one for the first week to help the bees to cope with the cold high winds. This 
would also make the atmosphere less dry in the hive, maybe thus propagating fungal infection.  My 
mistake. We shall see how they fair only time will tell me. On holiday now I shall see if all is well in two 
weeks’ time. I left all three colonies with good stocks of food, and can only hope that they survive (or 
better still thrive!) without interference from me. I did take Roger's advice and give the Sedlescombe 
colony lots of food and extra space as they seem to be thriving very well in the poly hive so far and will 
have drawn all the comb in the brood box by now.  
 
So in just a few short weeks I have gone from no bees to three lovely colonies and have experienced 
taking a swarm, dealing with potential serious disease and caring for my bees regularly. The latter has 
given me most sleepless nights and anxiety, as I am responsible for a precious thing and feel 
inadequate at times. I tend to shut the hive down over quickly in order to keep control, even though I am 
sure I have never yet got close to losing it, but anxiety is a terrible companion in the middle of a field on 
your own with an open hive! With time maybe I will gain more confidence in my ability. I certainly 
understand Roger's desire to have all beginners start at the teaching apiary, though I do not regret the 
way things turned out for me and I am very grateful to the friends who have helped and advised me 
through my steep learning curve. I am sure dad stands at my shoulder sometimes and advises in his 
very gentle way.  
 

In learning.   , Rachel Boxall 
 
Many Thanks Rachel for a lovely story.   It is nice to see contribution from our members, as 
opposed to the general items from the Committee members and notices. 
 

 Ed 

 


